
A day in the woods creating everything you need to write 

your own woodland story: 

 Pen—quill or reed pens have been used for thousands 

of years. They both work in the same way, a nib is cut 

to write with using the ink retained in the hollow 

body. 

 

 Ink—ink has been made from many materials, soot, 

bark, precious gems. We will create an oak gall ink 

similar to that used from Roman times onwards 

 

 Wood block pad—we don’t have time in a day to 

make paper, so we will take a leaf from the letters 

written by Roman soldiers at Vindolanda on Hadrian’s 

Wall and use wood as our writing surface.  

 

 Finally we will use thicker pieces of wood as the 

boards for our writing block, and fix them all together 

using string we’ll make from nettles or willow bark 

During the day you will learn how to make all of these 

artefacts, and discover more about the history of writing. 

About the tutor—Richard Tyson  

I have been working in environmental and museum education for 20 years, but my love of history 

and the outdoors goes back to my childhood.   

Tie this together with my love of books, and I guess ‘Write in the Woods’ was inevitable. 

Richard Tyson—fb.me/Richard.Tyson.Education  

Richard will be assisted during the day by Guy Lambourne of Wassledine 

Write in the Woods 

From woodland floor to pen, ink and pad  
Saturday 30 June 2018 



Additional Information about the day 

 

The course will provide the opportunity to spend a relaxing day in the beautiful and peaceful setting of Bottoms’ 

Corner Wood in Gravenhurst, Bedfordshire. Plenty of tea and coffee with fruit and homemade cake are on offer 

throughout the day, all included in the price. 

 

Who is the day aimed at? 

Anyone with an interest in or keenness to find out about practical history. It is aimed at adults but children of 14 

years or older are welcome as long as they are accompanied by a responsible adult who is also a paying participant. 

The day will require some manual dexterity and some bending but it won’t be too physical. We will use some knives 

and other hand tools and there will be a fire going all day, on which we will prepare some of the materials involved 

(as well as boiling water for tea, of course).  

Course venue 
The course will take place outside in Bottoms’ Corner Wood, a working woodland that’s part of the Wassledine 

farm. There’s a walk of about 300 metres from the carpark to the venue, through the woodland and along grass 

tracks that include some slopes. We can provide a lift for you if you need it. If you have any doubt about your 

physical ability please call for a chat; we’ll do all we can to make the day enjoyable for you. 

The wood is hidden away, so further directions will be sent to you a week or two before the day. 

Although it’s a beautiful setting, please be aware the facilities are quite basic. There is off road parking along a 

surfaced but bumpy track. We have an outside, composting toilet with camping style hand wash. 

 

If you would like to come by public transport, please let us know as we may be able to assist.  

 

What to bring 

• Packed lunch (we’ll provide tea, coffee, drinks, biscuits, fruit and homemade cake.) 

• Suitable outdoor clothes, boots, waterproofs, sunhat, sunblock (remember we will be outside all day) 

 
Wet weather plan 
There is some shelter in the wood, so a little rain is not a problem, but if the weather is extremely bad the course 

may have to be cancelled. The decision will be taken the day preceding the course and we will contact you by phone, 

so please provide us with the best number to use in case we are very unlucky with the weather. If this happens a full 

refund will be provided. We will try our best to rearrange another date for the course. If you don’t hear from us 

assume the course is going ahead. 

Booking & Payment 

The cost of the course is £65 per person. Please complete and return the attached booking form. 

 

If there’s anything else you need to know just give us a call or send an email.  

 

 

Jane and Guy Lambourne  

45 Clophill Road, Gravenhurst, Beds, MK45 4JH 

T. 01462 711815    M. 07794 013876 (Guy) 07805 819415 (Jane) 
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Wassledine Days in the Woods - booking form 

 

 

Your Details: 

 
 

To secure your place please return this booking form with payment to: 

Wassledine, 45, Clophill Road, Gravenhurst, Beds MK45 4JH  

or email info@wassledine.co.uk 

 

 

Please tick as appropriate 

 
 

 
For office use only 

 

Course Title   

Course Date   Cost   

Name   

Organisation (if any)   

Address 

  
  

  
  
  
  

Telephone   

Mobile 
Your contact on the course date 

  

Email   
Please tell us of any allergy, medical 
or mobility issues we should be aware 
of 

  
  
  

Where did you hear about  
Wassledine’s Days in the woods? 

  

  I enclose a cheque made payable to “Wassledine” 

  I have made a BACS payment 

  Please invoice my organisation (if different from above address please supply details) 

Booking received   

Payment received   

Confirmation sent   
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Wassledine Days in the Woods 

Booking Terms and Conditions 

Payment - The price of the course includes the cost of all materials and refreshments 

(excluding lunch). 

Your place is confirmed once payment has been made.  

Payment methods – BACS, cash or cheque 

Payment is required in full at the time of booking 

Please use these bank details if paying by BACS – ‘Wassledine’ Nat West Account number 

17842433   Sort Code 60 24 77 

Please make cheques payable to “Wassledine” 

 

Cancellations 

Wassledine reserves the right to cancel a course at short notice should events beyond our 

control make this unavoidable. If this occurs a full refund of the course fee will be made. 

For participants cancelling - a full refund will be made providing more than 14 days’ notice is 

given. For cancellations of less than 14 days’ notice a 50% refund will be made. For 

cancellations within 7 days no refund will be made. 
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